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HOROLOGY

A HARMONIOUS 
COMPLICATION
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PERPETUAL CALENDARS FIND THEIR WAy INTO A REMARKABLE 
LINE-UP OF TIMEPIECES

Of the many ingenious complications horologists have engineered, the perpetual 
calendar remains one of the most cherished. Depending on the watch model, it 
showcases the day, date, and month via sub-dials, even automatically adjusting 
to leap years. Watchmaker Patek Philippe was the first maison to introduce the 

timekeeping mechanism in the form of a wristwatch with the release of its Watch No. 
97’975 in 1925. Other watchmakers have since mastered the complication, making it 
a prominent feature in their suite of timepieces, as evident at the recent installation of 

Baselworld in Switzerland.
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Radiating similar debonair aesthetics 
is the Montblanc Meisterstück 
Heritage Perpetual Calendar from 
the Montblanc Meisterstück Heritage 
Collection, created as a tribute to the 
brand’s iconic Meisterstück writing 
instrument. The rose gold case 
frames a pristine silver-white dial 
where day, date and month sub-dials 
are thoughtfully interspersed above 
a moon phase window located at six 
o’clock. A leap-year cycle is featured 
on the inner scale of the month 
display, with the leap year indicated 
by a red-numbered four. 

Jaeger-LeCoultre showcased its 
Master Grande Tradition Tourbillon 
Cylindrique à Quantième Perpétuel, an 
effortlessly elegant timepiece bearing 
design codes nostalgic of traditional 
pocket watches. Encased within a 
pink gold case is the flying tourbillon 
that powers each second, thus 
guaranteeing supreme precision. The 
silver-toned dial features sub-dials 
showcasing the date, day, month, 
year and moon phases.
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Cartier presented a stunning display of 
technical creativity with its limited edition 
Rotonde de Cartier Astrocalendar watch with 
flying tourbillon. The watch captivates at the 
first glance, with a central display arranged 
three-dimensionally in concentric tiers. Each 
tier measures a few centimetres in diameter 
and displays the day, month and date. Thin 
windows move along each level, encasing 
the appropriate day, month and date, making 
for easy readability. On the back of the 
platinum case is a hand indicating a leap 
year, or otherwise. 

The Lange 1 Tourbillon Perpetual 
Calendar stands as proof to the fine 
engineering dexterity and artistry 
of German watchmaker, A. Lange & 
Söhne. The delicate and sophisticated 
beauty of the watch is complemented 
with displays of date, day, month, leap 
year and a moon phase window. All of 
these features move simultaneously, 
thanks to a tourbillon movement 
complete with Lange’s proprietary 
stop-seconds mechanism, which 
allows the user to adjust the time to a 
one-second accuracy.
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IWC meanwhile showcased the masculine and sporty 
Aquatimer Perpetual Calendar Digital Date-Month, an 
essential timepiece for divers bearing large digital date, 
month and leap year displays. Within the rubber-coated 
titanium and red gold casing is an intelligent quick-action 
switch which powers the perpetual calendar, devised 
by IWC watchmakers as an alternative to the energy-
consuming winding mechanism. The switch is a self-
contained mechanical energy storage device which builds 
up the necessary tension in the springs to move the 
individual display discs for date, month or leap year. 


