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GRAPES OF 
ELEGANCE
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MONTES WINES, THE PIONEER 
OF PREMIUM CHILEAN WINES, 
ENTICES PALATES WITH ITS 
EXQUISITE CREATIONS

Chilean wines enjoy an established 
standing in viticultural circles, 
preferred for its smooth and 
impeccably aromatic qualities. It 
is a reputation that shows signs of 
continuous growth. Last year, wine 
export from Chile expanded by 17.4%, 
as published in Rabobank’s latest 
report on wine production.
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The country’s association as a 
reputable New World wine producer 
is attributed to Montes Wines, a 
Chilean establishment started in 
1987 by Aurelio Montes, Pedro Grand, 
Douglas Murray and Alfredo Vidaurre. 
Together they shared a desire to 
cultivate Chile’s viticulture, delivering 
to the world delectable premium 
wines with distinctive character. 
Prior to this time, Chilean wines were 
an affair of elite families who were 
affluent enough to afford private 
vineyards.

Montes Wines’ success lies in the 
location of its estates. The company 
has always been vigilant in selecting 
the most idyllic locations to grow 
their grapes as Aurelio Montes 
believed that the primary factor in 
crafting excellent wines was superior 
grapes. Today, Montes Wines has a 
combined area of 800 hectares of 
vineyards across Chile in regions like 
Zapallar, Apalta and Marchigüe which 
are all located between the 32nd and 
38th degrees latitude, prime areas for 
grape growth. 

The Apalta estate is built on a 
hillside in the Colchagua Valley, 
where the cool temperatures permit 
a physiologically-complete ripening 

process and a delayed maturation 
of grape tannins. Here, classic grape 
varieties like Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Malbec are grown, as well as 
Grenache and Carignan.

Simultaneously, the Zapallar estate, 
found 7 km from the coastline, 
flourishes with Sauvignon Blanc and 
Pinot Noir grape varieties. The low 
temperatures here, coupled with a 
unique soil composition of granite 
and clay, result in grapes that produce 
sumptuous wines with mature 
tannins.

The Marchigüe estate is located 
between a mountain range and the 
ocean. It is blessed with chill sea 
zephyrs and a dry harvest season 
which together allows the red grapes 
grown here (Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Carmenère and Syrah) to slowly 
mature to their fullest potential.

The essence of the brand and 
its knowledge of premium wine 
production are best captured in the 
brand’s Icon range, comprising three 
wines - Montes Alpha M, Montes 
Folly and Purple Angel. All three wines 
possess distinguished characteristics 
that make ideal assets for an 
oenophile’scellar.

The Montes Alpha M is a classic 
dark wine, complex in nature with a 
sensuous bouquet. Concocted from 
individually handpicked grapes from 
the Apalta estate, it is a sublime 
blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 
Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. 
Meanwhile, the Montes Folly is a 
robust yet elegant wine pressed from 
small Syrah grape clusters grown on 
the slopes of the Apalta Valley. The 
zenith of the Icon line is the Purple 
Angel, a symphonic blend thoughtfully 
orchestrated mainly from the 
Carmenère grape variety intermingled 
with a dash of Petit Verdot.

With wines such as these, Montes 
Wines continues to pave the way 
for Chile in the international wine 
platform, where it has even come to 
be referred to as the ‘Bordeaux of 
the Southern Hemisphere’. The bold 
ambition, passion and relentless hard 
work of the brand’s founders have 
clearly paid off.
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