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Day of the Revolutionary Armed Forces
An estimated 300,000 people marched in a parade held in Havana, Cuba on 2nd December 2006 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Fidel Castro's return from exile to start the revolution. The 
occasion was also held to celebrate Fidel's 80th birthday (postponed from August). Fidel was not 
able to appear due to illness.
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The Cuba that stands today is a 
fascinating study of an isolated 
community that has evolved, 
unrestrained by external cultural 
influences for decades. Beyond the 
pop culture references the nation is 
associated with - be it cigars, mojitos 
or imprints of Che Guevara - is a rich 
tapestry woven from the stories of 
a unique people, who despite their 
trials are still able to retain their joyful 
nature. 

Malaysian photographer Nick yoon, 
who travelled to the communist state 
some years ago on a project, recalls 
loving the “the humour, warmth and 
friendliness of the people”. yoon, 
constantly in pursuit of capturing 
everyday human relationships notes, 
“Since the fall of the Soviet Union and 
the loss of that economic support, 

the Cuban people have faced a lot 
of difficulties but they have not lost 
those qualities”. 
 
Despite these difficulties, Yoon 
remembers a society whose 
confidence in the revolution was 
ardent. It was a sentiment he 
witnessed while photographing the 
Day of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces parade held in Havana on 2nd 
December 2006 to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of Fidel Castro’s 
return from Mexico, right before he 
initiated the Cuban Revolution. 

“This parade took place a few months 
after Fidel became seriously ill and 
there was a lot of uncertainty about 
the future. One of my pictures shows 
a sign asking ‘Fidel, tell us what we 
have to do next’ and many of the 

faces in the crowd were sombre,” 
says yoon. Although Castro did not 
appear due to his illness, the spirit 
of the 300,000-strong crowd did not 
falter. “The marchers still showed 
their belief in the ideals of the 
revolution and had their customary 
warmth and friendly smiles for the 
foreigners in their midst.”

Through his journey there, yoon 
photographed these amiable 
nationals, capturing moments rich 
in candid emotion. His favourite is a 
shot of a couple from a local dance 
company, unwinding at home. “What 
I try to capture is the essence of a 
place, the impressions that I form of a 
place - its people, history and culture  
- and glimpses into everyday life.”
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Boxing is Cuba's second favourite sport after baseball. The Rafael Trejo boxing gym, 
situated off the beaten path in one of Old Havana’s crumbling neighborhoods, is named 
after a revolutionary hero who was shot in 1936. Within it, a spectator can watch young 
boxers train and compete in the hopes to advance to the national level.
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Danza Teatro Retazos is a modern dance company based in Old Havana, directed 
by Isabel Bustos. In November 2006, I photographed them for 5 days as part of a 
photography workshop. During this time I observed their training, rehearsals and one 
performance. I also visited Isabel and 4 of the dancers at home, to observe them away 
from the studio/stage. 
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